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PERENNIALS: 
WE ARE USING PERENNIALS TO DESCRIBE ORNAMENTAL GRASSES AND OTHER FLOWERING OR NON FLOWERING PLANTS THAT 
LIVE FOR 2 OR MORE GROWING SEASONS AND DO NOT DEVELOP WOODY STRUCTURE. PERENNIALS ARE NROMALLY CUT BACK 
DOWN TO THE GROUND AT THE BEGINNING OR THE END OF THE GROWING SEASON IN ORDER TO CLEAN UP THE YARD, PREVENT 
ROT OF THE ROOT STRUCTURE AND ALLOW FOR HEALTHY GROWTH THE FOLLOWING SEASON. EXAMPLES OF THIS THAT WE 
COMMONLY USE IN LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS ARE: LAVENDER, BLUE OAT GRASS, CONE FLOWERS, HIBISCUS (NON SHRUB), CORAL 
BELLS, FEATHER REED GRASS, PENSTEMON, ETC.  

TO SEE GENERAL PERENNIAL MAINTENANCE GUIDE INFORMATION CLICK HERE

NOT ALL POSSIBLE PERENNIALS CAN BE COVERED IN THIS GUIDE. BELOW ARE LINKS TO SOME SITE THAT CAN PROVIDE FURTHER 
MAINTENANCE INFORMATION ON OTHER PLANTS. THERE ARE NOT VERY MANY CENTRALIZED SITES FOR INFORMATION ON MAIN-
TENANCE SO IF YOU ARE HAVING A HARD TIME FINDING A PLANT GIVE YOUr STANDARD SEARCH ENGINE A SHOT.  

PLANT MAINTENANCE RESOURCE 1: CLICK HERE
start your own search: click herE

BELOW ARE SOME OF THE COMMONLY USED PERENNIALS WITH TIME OF YEAR FOR CUTBACK: 

Plant: season to prune: Details:

Blue Oat Grass Late Winter - Early Spring Cut 3” above ground

Feather Reed Grass Late Winter - Early Spring Cut 3” - 5” above ground

Gracillimus Maiden Grass Late Winter - Early Spring Cut 4” - 6” above ground

Fountain Grass Late Fall - Early Spring Cut 4” - 6” above ground

Blue Fescue Late Winter - Early Spring Cut 3” - 4” above ground

Japanese Forest Grass Late Winter - Early Spring Remove all dead foliage

Hosta Fall (after first frost) Cut down to ground

Iris Late Fall (once turns brown) Cut down to ground

Lily Turf Later Winter - Early Spring Remove all dead foliage

Western Sword Fern Late Winter - Early Spring Cut back all fronds. Leave new fiddle 
heads. 

Astilbe Late Fall Cut 3” above ground

Shasta Daisy Late Fall - Early Winter Cut 3” above ground

Coral Bells Late Winter - Early Spring Cut down to ground

Cone Flower Late Winter - Early Spring Cut 3” - 4” above ground

Black Eyed Susan Late Fall Remove all dead foliage

Lavender Late Summer - Early Fall Cut back all flowers after bloom is 
complete.

https://distefanolandscaping.com/perennial-maintenance-cut-back-fall-spring/#:~:text=Prune%20foliage%20down%20to%20just,and%20don't%20compost%20it.
https://garden.org/learn/howto/grow/
https://garden.org/learn/howto/grow/
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WOODY SHRUBS & ORNAMENTAL TREES 
(DECIDUOUS): 
WE ARE USING THIS SECTION TO DESCRIBE WHAT SHOULD BE DONE TO PRUNE AND TAKE CARE OF DECIDUOUS SHRUBS AND 
DECIDUOUS ORNAMENTAL TREES. WE RECOMMEND THAT ALL PRUNING OF LARGE DECIDUOUS TREES AND ALL EVERGREEN 
(CONIFEROUS) SHRUBS AND TREES BE DONE BY A ARBORIST. DECIDUOUS WOODY SHRUBS AND TREES ARE NORMALLY PRUNED 
TO MAINTAIN SHAPE, MINIMIZE GROWTH INTO AN UNDESIRED SPACE, PREVENT HEIGHT, OR TO SPUR DENSER FOLIAGE GROWTH.
THESE PLANTS SHOULD NEVER BE CUT DOWN TO THE GROUND LIKE A PERENNIAL AS THEY MAINTAIN THEIR STRUCTURE FROM 
SEASON TO SEASON ONLY DROPPING THEIR LEAVES. EXAMPLES OF DECIDUOUS WOODY SHRUBS AND ORNAMENTAL TREES THAT 
WE COMMONLY USE IN LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS ARE: DOGWOOD TREE, MAGNOLIA TREE, JAPANESE MAPLE, NINEBARK, LAUREL, 
BURNING BUSH, SMOKE BUSH, HYDRANGEA, ETC. 

TO SEE SHRUB AND WOODY PLANT PRUNING GUIDE INFORMATION PLEASE CLICK HERE 

BELOW ARE SOME OF THE COMMONLY USED WOODY SHRUBS AND TREES WITH TIME OF YEAR FOR PRUNING:

Plant: season to prune: Details:

magnolia tree Mid Summer - Early Fall Remove suckers, damaged branches and overlapping branch-
es that do not match the tree shape. do not over prune. 

flowering dogwood tree Anytime Remove Suckers and Damaged Branches. Prune for shape. Do 
not over prune. 

lace-leaf Japanese maple Anytime Be careful! Read this before pruning your maple

burning bush Late Winter - Early spring Prune to shape removing older and damaged branches. Never 
remove more then 30% of shrub. 

nine bark Late Winter - Early Spring Prune to shape removing older and damaged branches. Never 
remove more then 30% of shrub. 

red oiser dogwood (shrub) Late Winter - Early Spring Prune to shape removing older and damaged branches. Never 
remove more then 30% of shrub. 

hydrangea  Late Fall - Early Spring Cut back woody stems above a bud about 12” - 18” above 
ground.

Rose of Sharon Hibiscus (Shrub) Late Winter - Early Spring remove all growth from the previous year. Prune to shape 
and remove any damaged branches. Do not over prune. 

Laurel Spring - Fall Prune to shape during the growing season to avoid stressing 
plant during the colder months. Do not over prune in single 
go.

Smoke Bush Late Winter - early spring prune to shape removing older and damaged branches. 

Lilac Late spring Prune back for shape and size directly after blooms die off 
in spring. pruning later may remove blooms for next year.

Weigela Late Spring Every Few years prune back larger old branches from 
shrub to maximize spring blooms. Read this before pruning

https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=b961
https://www.finegardening.com/project-guides/pruning/pruning-japanese-maples
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/shrubs/weigela/pruning-weigela.htm


mAGNOLIA TREE FLOWERING DOGWOOD LACE LEAF JAPANESE MAPLE

BURNING BUSH NINEBARK RED OISER DOGWOOD

HYDRANGEA ROSE OF SHARRON HIBISCUS CHERRY LAUREL

SMOKE BUSH LILAC WEIGELA


